
Nomen ___________________________________    The Magic Sticks 

  

Plautius erat vir dives.  Plautius multas res pretiosas in cella habebat.  sed fur noctu venit et 

candelabrum aureum abstulit.  proxima nocte urnam argenteam abstulit.  Plautius servos suos de fure 

rogabat, sed nemo furem viderat.  tres servos igitur delegit; unus servus cellam primam noctis partem 

custodire debebat; alter servus mediam noctis partem; tertius tertiam partem.  sed ubi mane erat, fur tripodas 

pretiosissimos abstulerat. 

 “fur est servus meus,” inquit Plautius.  “unus ex his tribus servis tripodas abstulit.” 

 itaque Plautius illos tres servos in tablinum suum vocavit.   

 “quis est fur?” 

 nemo respondit.  Plautius igitur tres virgas servis tradidit. 

 “virgae sunt magicae.  virga quam furi trado mane longior erit.” 

 deinde omnes servi ad cubicula discesserunt.  servus qui fur erat valde perterritus erat.  “mea virga,” 

inquit, “mane longior erit.”  itaque virgam dentibus breviorem fecit.  sed eheu!  virga non erat magica; non 

erat mane longior; brevior erat. 

 Plautius servos congregavit. 

 “quis habet virgam breviorem?  servus qui virgam breviorem habet est fur!” 

aletr, altera, alterum – the other, the second 

candelabrum, candelabri, n – candlestick 

cella, cellae, f – storeroom 

congrego, congregare, congregavi, congregatum – gather 

cubiculum, cubiculi, n – bedroom 

eheu – oh dear 

magicus, magica, magicum – magic 

perterritus, perterrita, perterritum – terrified  

proxima nocte – the next night  

respondeo, respondere, respondi, responsum + dat – answer 

rogo, rogare, rogavi, rogatum – ask 

tablinum, tablini, n – office 

tertius, tertia, tertium – third 

tripodes, tripodum, m pl – tripod 

unus, una, unum – one 

urna, urnae, f – urn 

virga, virgae, f – stick 

 



 

Nomen _________________________ Score  /35  Magic Sticks Verbs 

Translate the following verbs paying close attention to tense/helping verbs.   

 

Present Imperfect Perfect Pluperfect 

am, is, are 
was, were, used to, 

kept on, did, -ed 
have, has, -ed had 

No clue letters ba e, idi, s, ss, u, v, x e, idi, s, ss, u, v, x 

o mus 

s tis 

t nt 
 

bam bamus 

bas batis 

bat bant 
 

i imus 

isti istis 

it erunt 
 

eram eramus 

eras eratis 

erat erant 
 

infinitives (to verb): -are, -ere, -ire 

 

1. erat ____________________ 

2. habebat ____________________ 

3. erat ____________________ 

4. venit ____________________ 

5. abstulit ____________________ 

6. abstulit ____________________ 

7. rogabat ____________________ 

8. viderat ____________________ 

9. delegit ____________________ 

10. custodire ____________________ 

11. debebat ____________________ 

12. erat ____________________ 

13. abstulerat ____________________ 

14. est ____________________ 

15. inquit ____________________ 

16. abstulit ____________________ 

17. vocavit ____________________ 

18. est ____________________ 

 

19. respondit ____________________ 

20. tradidit ____________________ 

21. sunt ____________________ 

22. trado ____________________ 

23. erit ____________________ 

24. discesserunt ____________________ 

25. erat ____________________ 

26. erat ____________________ 

27. inquit ____________________ 

28. erit ____________________ 

29. fecit ____________________ 

30. erat ____________________ 

31. erat ____________________ 

32. erat ____________________ 

33. congregavit ____________________ 

34. habet ____________________ 

35. habet ____________________ 

36. est ____________________ 

 


